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They were regarded as temptresses, responsible for the fall

of Adam, and as second class human beings. (4)
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Women's status had degenerated to that of childbearing

slaves. Wives were secluded in their homes, had no educaion
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and few rights, and were considered by their husbands no
better then chattel. (5)
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Aristotle maintained that women had fewer teeth than men;

although he was twice married, it never occurred to him to

verify this statement by examining his wires mouth. (6)
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In ancient Rome, a woman's legal position was one of

complete sub-crdination, first to the power of her father or

brother and later to that of her husband, who held paternal

power over his wife. In the eye of the law, women were

regarded as imbeciles. (7)
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Historically Islam has been very liberal and progressive in
granting property rihgts to women. The fact is that there were
no property rights to Hindu women until 1956 when the Hindu
Code Bill was passed whereas Islam had granted these rights
to Muslim women over 1400 years ago. (8)
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The fatal point in Islam is the degradation of women. (42)
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Its coming was in many ways revolutionay. It kept women,

for example, in an inferior position, but gave them legal rights
over property not available to women in many European
countries until the nineteenth century. Even the slave had
rights and inside the community of the believers there were no
castes nor inherited status. This revolution was rooted in
religion which --- like that of the Jews---was not distinct from

other sides of life, but embraced them all. (43)
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Along with Wallstonecraft's reflection are vital questions

about the conditions for the participation of women and men in
a democracy. The liberal tradition has generally taken for
granted that the private world free of state interference is a
non-political world and that women naturally find their place in
this domain. Accordingly, women are located in a wholly
marginal position in relation to the political and the public
affairs While maintaining a strict conseption of what should be
and what should not be a public matter. (109)
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Despite the declaration by many that equality of rights has
been achieved, there lingers, Mill affirmed, a primitive state of
salvery, which has not lost the stain of its brurtal origin.

The relation between men and women was 'grounded on
force' and, although some of its most 'atrocius features' have
softened with time, 'the law of the stongest' has been
enshrined in the law of the land. (110)
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American women are still largely pigeonholed in "pink
collar jobs", such as secretaries, sales women and resrurant
attendants. (111)
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A much simpler, and more probable explanation is that
universal male dominace stems not from social oppression but

fundamental differences between the sexes. (113)
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The feminisists hate me, but | believe that the universality

in all societies cannot be explained by social conditioning.
(114)
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In the economic sphere women who work outside the home
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are haevily concentrated in the lowest paying work and having

the lowest status. Women also earn less than men in the same
kinds of jobs. The median pay of women workers in the U.S
was 60 percent that of men in 1982. In Japan the percentage of
average pay was b55. Politically, women are greatly
underrepresented in national and local government and in
political parties. (116)
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